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SUBJECT: BONGOS RENOVATION DAY PRESS CONFERENCE SPEECH 

SUMMARY: RETURNING FROM THREE WEEK TRIP TO FRANCE, US AND 
AFRO- ARAB SUMMIT IN CAIRO ON MORNING OF MARCH 10, 

PRESIDENT BONGO CALLED MAJOR PRESS CONFERENCE FOR SAME 
AFTERNOON. GOG, PARTY OFFICIALS AND DIPLOMATIC CORPS WERE 
CONVOKDED FOR WHAT DEVELOPED INTO TWO HOUR SESSION DURING 
WHICH BONGO SUMMED UP RESULTS OF TRIP, DELILVERED 
RATHER MILD RENOVATION DAY SPEECH (SPICED BY POINTED ATTACKS 
AGAINST SOME MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT), AND SPENT MORE THAN 
HOUR ANSWERING QUESTIONS FROM PRESS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PRESIDENT BONGO BEGAN SPEECH WITH RESUME OF THREE WEKK 

TRIP FEB 16 TO MARCH 10. HE PASSED LIGHTLY OVER FIRST 

PART OF TRAVEL IN FRANCE WHICH WAS COMBINED BUSINESS/ VACATION. 

PRESIDENT DID MENTION, HOWEVER, THAT INITIAL MEETING WITH 

FRENCH PRIM MINISTER LEFT HIM PARTICULARY IMPRESSED 
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WITH LATTERS CONCERN FOR AND GRASP OF AFRICAN PROBLEMS. 

BONGO ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT HIS CONVERSATION S WITH 
PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING FEB 25 WERE FOCUSED ON 
AGREEMENTS FOR FENCH FINANCIALASSISTANCE FOR GABONESE 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS WHICH HAD BEEN REACHED DURING 
GISCARDS STATE VISIT TO GABON LAST AUGUST. BONGO NOTED 
THAT GISCARD TOTALLY CONFIRMED THESE PREVIOUS COMMITMENTS 
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FOR HELP. 

2. NEXT STAGE OF TRIP TO US FEB 28 TO MARCH 4 WAS 
DESCRIBED BY BONGO AS PRIVATE BUSINESS VISIT, BUT OBVIOUS 
HIGHLIGHT WAS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER MARCH 3. 

BONGO SPOKE ENTHUSIASTICALLY OF MEETING WHICH " LASTED MORE 
THAN TWICE AS LONG AS SCHEDULED." TWO PRESIDENTS DISCUSSED 
AFRICAN ISSUES AND PARTICULRLY PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, ACCORDING TO BONGO, AND BOTH WERE CONCERNED WITH 
AVOID " ANOTHER ANGOLA" SITUATION INZIMBABWE". BONGON 
ALSO MENTIONED THERE WAS DISCUCSSION OF POSSIBILITY OF 

FREE DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS TO CHOOSE SUCCESSORS TO SMITH 
REGIME. SUMMING UP US VISIT, BONGO SAID " WE CAN EXPECT A 
SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS AFRICA IN A 
POSITIVE SENSE." 

3. NEXT MAJOR STOP ON TRIP, AFRO-ARAB SUMMIT IN CAIRO, 

WAS DESCRIBED BY BONGO AS " COMPLETE SUCCESS." " ARABS HAVE 
DECIDED TO SHOW REAL INTEREST IN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
PROBLEMS," HE SAID, AND SOME COUNTIRES, NOTABLY SAUDI 
ARABIA, HAVE BEEN GENEROUS IN PLEDGING FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE. INPOLITICAL ASIDE, BONGOCALLED ON 
AFRICANS TO BE REALISTIC IN THEIR ANALYSIS OF THIS NEW 
ARAB ASSISTANCE WHICH WAS "PRIMARILY FROM MOSLEM 
MONARCH, NOT REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENTS". THESE DONORS 
WOULD NEVER ACCEPT OR ENCOURAGE FOREIGN IDEOLOGY OR 
RADICAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENTS, ACCORDING TO BONGO. 

IN THINLY VEILED ATTACK ON BENIN, BONGO THEN EXPOUNDED 
AT LENGHT ON "ANTICS OF SOME SO CALLED REVOLUTIONARIES." 
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(BONGOS REPLY TO QUESTION FROM PRESS CONCERNING BENINS 
ALLEGATIONS OF GABONESE INVOLVEMENT IN JAN 16 MERCENARY 
ATTACK IS SUBJECT OF SEPTEL). 

4. AT END OF PREPARED REMARKS, BONGONTURNED ATTENTION TO 
GABONS INTERNAL AND INTERNATINAL SITUATION ON EVE OF 
NINTH RENOVATION DAY CELEBRATION. HE REPEATED FAMILIAR 
THEMES IN CITING COUNTRYS ECONOMIC PROGRESS AND DEPLORING 
LACK OF PROFESSIOANAL CONSCIOUSNESS, EVEN AT HIGHTEST LEVELS 
OF FELLOW GABONESE. PRESIDENT ADDRESSED LIVELIEST COMMENTS 
OF HALF HOUR SPEECH TO MINISTERS INATTENDANCE. IN 
DESCRIBING DEPLORABLE CONDITIONS OF LIBREVILLES STREETS, 
LITERALLY UNDERGOING CONSTRUCTION FROM ONE END OF CITY 

TO OTHER, BONGO SHOUTED THAT MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND 
VICE PRIME MINISTER (RESPONSIBLE FOR LABOR AFFAIRS) HAD 
UNTIL MARCH 31 TO SEE ALL ROAD CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED OR 
" LOSE THEIR JOBS." 

5. COMMENT: SPEECH WAS DELIVERED IN TYPICAL BONGO FASHION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

AND CONTAINED NO SURPRISES OR NEW THEMES OTHER THAN 
SPECIFIC DENIALS OF BENINS ALLEGATIONS. HOWEVER, 

REMARKS WERE NOTEWORTH FOR POSITIVE APPROACH TO US- 
GABONESE RELATINS. ALSO, FRENCH WILL PROBABLY BREATHE 
EASIER NOW THAT " RENOVATIN DAY ADDRESS" HAS BEEN GIVEN, 

AND - INCONTRAST TO LAST YEARS SPEECH- THEY WERE 
NOT SINGLED OUT FOR SPECIFIC CRITICISM THIS YEAR. STEIGMAN 
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